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SEPA EXEMPTION LEVELS MATRIX (INFORMATIONAL ONLY) 
 
The following matrix serves for informational purposes only and should not be 
interpreted as law. Departments may administratively update this matrix for their own 
information. See Washington Administrative Code (WAC) chapter 197-11, and the 
provisions set forth in this ordinance for specific SEPA exemption rules and regulations.  

 

ACTIVITY EXEMPT NON-EXEMPT 

Rezone  X 

Special Permit Use Permit When Project Meets 
Flexible Thresholds 

X  

Variances (Not including change in use or density) X  

Short Plats or Short Subdivisions  X1  

Short Plat Within Land Previously Platted  X 

License for Discharge to Water  X 

Activities Critical Areas  X
2
 

Annexation Into A City X  

License for Discharge to Air  X 

< 20 Dwelling Units X  

Agricultural Buildings <20,000 Square Foot X  

Office, School, Commercial, Recreational, Service, 
Storage Buildings < 12,000 Square Feet And Up to 
40 Parking Spaces 

X  

Parking Lots < 40 Parking Spaces X  

Landfills And Excavations < 500 Cubic Yards X  

 1



ACTIVITY EXEMPT NON-EXEMPT 

Transit Stops X  

Signs And Signals X  

Minor Road Repair Including Pedestrian and Bike 
Facilities 

X  

Additions To Building Below the Flexible 
Thresholds 

X  

Building Demolition Below Flexible Thresholds X  

Demolition of Buildings of Historic Significance  X 

Underground Tanks < 10,000 gallons X  

Vacation of Streets And Roads X  

Hydrological Measuring Devises X  

Survey and Boundary Markers X  

Repair, Remodeling, Maintenance or Existing 
Structures 

X
1
  

Minor Repair or Replacement of Structures X
1
  

Dredging  X 

Reconstruction/Maintenance Shoreline Protection 
Measures 

 X 

Replacement of Utilities/ Utility Lines   X
3
  

Repair/Rebuilding Dams, Dikes or Reservoirs  X 

Water Rights and Structures For <50 c/f/s of 
Surface Water for Irrigation 

X  

Water Rights and Structures For 1 c/f/s or 2,250 
g/p/m or Ground Water 

X  

Sale, Transfer, Exchange or Lease of Land X  
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ACTIVITY EXEMPT NON-EXEMPT 

Closure of Schools (Plan) X  

Open Burning X  

Variances Under the Clean Air Act X  

Issuance, Renewal, Revision of Air Operating 
Permit 

X  

Water Quality Certifications X  

Activities of Fire and Law Enforcement Exempt 
Construction 

X  

Proposal Or Adoption of Rules, Regulations, 
Resolutions Ordinance or Plan Relating To 
Procedures and Contains No Standards 

X  

Adoption of State Building Codes X  

Adoption of Noise Ordinances X  

Installation, Construction, Relocation Of Utilities 
Except The Following: 

1. Communication Towers or Relay Stations 
2. Stormwater, Water and Sewer with lines > 8 

inches 
3. Electrical Facilities and Lines > 55,000 Volts 

X
1
  

Grants Of Franchise By Agencies To Utilities X  

Class I, II, II Forest Practice Permits/Regulations X  

Recreational Sites Development <12 Campsites X  

Watershed Restoration Projects Pursuant To a 
Restoration Plan 

X 
 

 

Microcell Attached To Structure– No Residence or 
School On-site 

X  
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ACTIVITY EXEMPT NON-EXEMPT 

Personal Wireless Service Antennas Attached To 
Structure– No Residence or School On-site And in 
a Commercial, Industrial, Forest or Agricultural 
Zone. 

X  

Personal Wireless Service Tower <60 Feet In a 
Commercial, Industrial, Forest or Agricultural Zone.

X  

1
Applies to land not covered by water. 

2
Under section 197-11-305 WAC, each County/City may adopt provisions to exclude exemptions listed 

  in 197-11-800 for those sites listed in Critical Areas.   
3Some utility replacements are non exempt.  See WAC for specifics (i.e. replacement of transmission 
  line for natural gas is not exempt) 
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